KEYS TO 
KNOWLEDGE 


SHARHUS-SUNNAH 










Learn Islam 
in your language 





KALEMAH ISLAMIC CENTER is acommunity center for all. Kalemah 
was founded in 2007 and is managed by a Board of Emirati 
Nationals, an Executive Committee and a staff of over a dozen full- 
time employees. We operate based on charitable donations from 
philanthropic individuals, organizations and governmental bodies. 


We are a non profit organization officially registered under the 
Islamic Affairs and Charitable Activities Department (IACAD) 
Government of Dubai. 


Our Mission: To propagate the 
$ pristine, unadulterated teachings of 
M Islam to Muslims and non-Muslims 
in Dubai in the most effective and M 
<> appropriate way. 


Our Vision: The souls of a nation, 


er — connected to their Creator. 





Sharhus-Sunnah 


By Imäam Ismä’ıl Ibn Yahyä al-Muzani (d.264H) 


Said ‘All Ibn ‘Abdullah al-Halwani: | was in 
Tripoli. So our companions and | were 
mentioning the Sunnah, up until we 
mentioned al-Muzant - 240i. So one of our 
companions said, “It has reached me that he 
speaks about the Qur’Gn and withholds with 
regards to it. And another companion 
mentioned that he would complete the 
statement. And by then another group had 
gathered along with us. So the people 
worried about that a great deal. So we wrote 
him a letter with which we wanted to find 
out from him. So he wrote to us << Sharhus- 
Sunnah >> in al-Qadr, al-Irja’, the Qur’an, the 
Resurrection, the Reckoning, the Scales, and 
the looking [of the people at the face of the 
Lord]. So he wrote: 


In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, 
the Bestower of Mercy 


May Allah protect us and you through taqwa 
(piety) and grant us success to remain in 
conformity to the guidance. 


To Proceed: 


So you have asked me to clarify to you from 
the Sunnah an affair that you may make 
yourself patient in adherence to it and avert 
thereby the doubtful sayings and the 
deviation in the newly-invented affairs of the 
misguided ones. 


Indeed, | shall explain to you a clearly distinct 
and an enlightening minhäj (methodology) 
as sincere advice that cannot be attributed 
to me or you. | shall begin by praising Allah, 
the Possessor of correct guidance. 


The praise is for Allah, the most deserving of 
remembrance and the first of those who 
must be thanked. And | praise Him, the One, 
the Eternal who does not have a female 
companion, nor offspring. He is far exalted 
above having an equal. So no one resembles 
Him and no one is similar to Him. He is the 
All-Hearing, the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, 
the Well-Acquainted, the Invincible, the 
Exalted. 
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The Ascendancy of Alläh 


1 — [Above] His Throne and He is close to His 
creation with His knowledge. His knowledge 
encompasses the affairs and whatever He 
has previously decreed for His creation is 
fulfilled. 

” [Sürah 
Ghäfir 40:19] 
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Pre-ordainment and Pre-Decree 


2 — So the creation act in accordance to His 
Fore-Knowledge and they carry out 
whatever He created them for from 
goodness and evil. And they are not able to 
benefit from obedience by themselves and 
they do not find themselves able to avert 
disobedience as a defence. 
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The Angels 


3 - He created the creation with His Will, 
without any need for the creation. So He 
created all of the Angels for His obedience 
and He made them naturally inclined 
towards His worship. So from them are 
Angels who carry the Throne by His Power. 
And there is a group from amongst them 
who surround the Throne glorifying Him. 
And there are others who praise and 
venerate Him. And He chose Messengers 
from amongst them and some of them carry 
out His command. 
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Adam SDE 


4-Then He created Adam with His Hand and 
gave him lodging in His paradise. And before 
that He created the earth for him and He 
prohibited him from the tree. Indeed, His 
pre-ordainment came to pass upon him and 
he ate from it. Then He tried him with that 
which He had prohibited him from. Then his 
enemy prevailed over him and led him 
astray. And his eating from the tree was the 
cause of Allah placing him upon the earth. So 
he found no way to avoid eating from it, nor 
a way out from it. 
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The actions of the people of Paradise and 
Hell 


5 - Then, He created people for Paradise 
from the progeny of Adam. So they perform 
their deeds by the will of Alläh. And they 
carry out the deeds by the Might and Will of 
Alläh. And He created people for Hell from 
the progeny of Adam. So He created for 
them eyes which do not see, and ears which 
do not hear and hearts which do not 
understand. So they are separated from 
guidance due to that and they commit the 
deeds of the people of Hell by His Pre- 
Ordainment. 
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Faith — al-Imán 


6 - And al-imán (faith) is statement and 
action. And they are two congruent equals. 
They are linked together, we do not 
differentiate between them. There is no 
Imán without action and there is no action, 
except with iman. 


And the Believers fluctuate in terms of imán 
and they increase their iman with righteous 
deeds. And they are not expelled from imán 
due to sins and they are not declared 
disbelievers due to perpetration of a sin, nor 
disobedience. And we do not make Paradise 
incumbent for those who perform good 
deeds, except for those whom the Prophet 
Isle declared would be in Paradise. 
And we do not testify that those who commit 
evil deeds will be in the Fire. 
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The Qur’an oT 


7 - And the Qur’än is the speech of Alläh 


Jege. It emanated from Him, and it is not ad ai AE a ee 
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created so it will not perish. 
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The Attributes [of Alläh] 


8 - [And the Words of Alläh], the Power of 
Alläh, His description, and His attributes are 
all perfect, they are not created things. They 
are eternal and forever and they are not 
newly-created, so they will not perish. So our 
Lord is not deficient, so He will not increase 
in anything. 


His Attributes are far above from having any 
resemblance [to the attributes of the 
creation] and the most intelligent describers 
cannot comprehend Him. He is near with an 
answer for those who ask, He is far with 
Might that does no harm. He is above His 
throne, separate from His creation. He is in 
existence and not in non-existence, nor is He 
absent. 
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The Appointed Times [of Death] JE 


9 - And the creation die at their appointed 
times of death when their sustenance is 


depleted and their deeds are cut off. de lh)! ala we rt ee Gls 34 
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The grave 


10 — Then after they have been squeezed 
they will be questioned in their grave. 
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The Resurrection and the Reckoning 


11 - And afterwards, they become 
decomposed and widespread. And in the 
Day of Judgement, they will be gathered 
together in front of their Lord. And in His 
presence, they will be exposed to Him during 
their reckoning. In the presence ofthe scales 
and the unfolding scrolls of records, Allah 
will count up the deeds and the people will 
have forgotten their deeds. This will occur on 
a Day whose length would be fifty thousand 
years if anyone other than Allah jg were 
the judge between his creation. 


[However], Allah will deliver the judgement 
between them with justice in a length of 
time known in the worldly life. And He is the 
fastest of Reckoners. Just as He began them 
from misfortune and happiness, so shall they 
return on that Day — a group in Paradise and 
a group in Hell. 


ON AN 
owe yt ee oily 
ai ymi oyldäs a 3 O g 9 dul ¿LazÍ ala! 
D [aS] ail og SE fog je all pb OW J dew 
gpl 585 ÓN Sal ls a gid SEI obs 
ey? O95 9% lug lag S gid oy pe oly LS cl! 
` yal 3 dado Gh 3 


25 


26 


Paradise and Hell 


12 — And the people of Paradise will be 
enjoying themselves in Paradise on that Day. 
And they will be delighting in all sorts of 
pleasures and they will have the most 
excellent favours bestowed upon them. 


13 — So at that point, they will look upon 
their Lord. They will not be glancing here and 
there whilst looking at Him and they will not 
be in doubt. So their faces will be shining by 
His Generosity and their eyes will be gazing 
upon Him by His excellence. They will reside 
there in a state of perpetual happiness and, 

” [Süratul- 
Hijr 15:48], “ 


” [Süratur-Ra’d 13:35]. 


And the people of obstinate rejection will be 
veiled from their Lord on that Day and they 
will be burned in the fire, “ 


” [Süratul-Mä’idah 5:80]. 
And, “ 


” [Sürah Fätir 35:36]. 


And Allah will take out from it whosoever He 
wills from the people of Tawhid. 
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Obedience to the Leaders and Rulers and %- at £ ¿ a 
ers | ama sl o yl xý | ath 
The prohibition of Revolting Against Them er or 7 EAS 


14 - And obedience to the ruler in whatever 
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Refraining from Takfır of Ahlul-Qiblah 


15 - And refraining from takfir 
(excommunication) of the people of the 
Qiblah and absolving oneself from them in 
terms of whatever they invent, as long as 
they do not innovate misguidance. So 
whoever from amongst them innovates 
misguidance, then he is a dissident against 
the people of the Qiblah and a renegade 
from the religion. And one must draw closer 
to Allah igs by freeing himself from such a 
person. He must be boycotted, held in 
contempt and his gland must be avoided, 
since it is more hostile than the germ 
infested gland. 
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The Companions A235 


16 — And Abu Bakr as-Siddiq 4<4%s, the 
Caliph of the Messenger of Allah Icio, 
is mentioned with excellence. So he is the 
most excellent of the creation and the best 
of them after the Prophet zakje. And 
after him we praise al-Fárúq and he is Umar 
Ibn al-Khattab %44. So they are the two 
ministers of the Messenger of Allah 
ico and his companions in his 
gravesite. And we count as third: Dhun- 
Nürayn ‘Uthman Ibn “Affán xais. Then 
there is the possessor of excellence and 
righteousness: ‘All Ibn Abi Talib Acai. 


Then the remaining from the ten whom the 
Prophet Isle promised paradise, and 
we free for every one from amongst them 
from love in relation to how much the 
Prophet Isle gave them virtue, then 
the remaining companions wails. 


And they are mentioned with excellence and 
their good deeds are mentioned. And we 
withhold from delving into whatever 
disagreements occurred between them. So 
they are the best people upon the earth after 
their Prophet. Allah gs was pleased with 
them to accompany His Prophet and He 
made them supporters of His Religion. So 
they are leaders of the Religion and 
outstanding Muslims Az. 
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Prayer behind the Leaders and Jihad Along 
with Them. 


18 — And the Friday Prayer must not be 
abandoned and praying it behind the 
righteous and sinful person of this Ummah is 
binding, as long as he is free from innovation. 
[So if he innovates misguidance, then there 
is no Prayer behind him]. And Jihdd and the 
Hajj must be performed along with every 
leader, regardless of whether he is just or 
oppressive. 


SA 
dal ols a BU AR pas Djs Y — YA 
O EAS SO 
E das eb) JS a [até sko 


35 


36 


Shortening the Prayer and Choosing 
Between Fasting and Fast Breaking During 
Travel 


19 — And shortening the Prayer during 
travels and having the choice between 
fasting and fast breaking during travels. [Ifan 
individual wishes, he may fast and if he 
wishes, he may break his fast]. 
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Consensus of the Past Imäms of Guidance 
upon these Statements 


20 - The early Imams of guidance from the 
past have a consensus upon these 
statements and deeds. And with guidance 
from Allah, the tabi’Gn held onto them and 
took them as examples to be followed and 
were pleased with them. And they stayed far 
away from whatever exceeded these 
statements. So they remained upon the 
correct path with the help of Allah and were 
successful. They did not turn away from 
following, such that they fell short. And they 
did not go beyond these statements such 
that they became extreme and exceeded the 
bounds. 


So we trust in Allah and rely upon Him and 
we desire to reach Allah by following these 
Imams’ narrations. 
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Preserving the Observance of the 
Obligatory and Supererogatory Deeds and 
avoidance of the Unlawful Deeds 


21-So | have this explanation of the Sunnah 
in order to clarify it and elucidate it. So 
whoever Allah grants success will carry out 
that which | have clarified, along with the 
assistance of Allah in performing the 
obligatory duties and taking precautionary 
measures against the impurities, performing 
the purification properly in obedience, Hajj 
for the people of diligence and ability, fasting 
a month for the people who have health and 
five Prayers that were prescribed by the 
Messenger of Alläh Jo. After those 
Prayers, there is the Prayer of al-Witr during 
every night and the two units of al-Fajr and 
the Prayers of al-Fitr and an-Nahr and the 
Prayers of solar and lunar eclipses when they 
occur and the Prayer for rain when it 
becomes obligatory. 
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Conclusion of the Treatise 


22 - And one must avoid the unlawful affairs 
and take caution against tale-carrying, lying, 
backbiting and transgressing against others. 
And it is unlawful to speak about Allah 
without knowledge. All of these are major 
unlawful sins. 


So whoever waivers around the unlawful is 
in danger of falling into it. So whoever finds 
it easy to avoid unlawful acts, then he is upon 
guidance from the Religion and he is upon 
hope from mercy. And may Allah grant us 
and you the success to follow His Straight 
Path through his Eternally Abundant Honour 
and His Most Generous and Lofty Glory. And 
may the peace be upon you and upon those 
who recite the greeting of peace upon us. 
And the greeting of peace is not presented 
to the misguided ones. [And the praise is for 
Allah, Lord of the worlds]. 


We have completed this treatise with the 
praise and blessing of Allah. And may the 
abundant and plentiful peace and 
salutations of Allah be upon Muhammad, his 
Family, his Companions, and his Chaste 
wives. 
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